
Obligate Species

Identification of Vernal Pools
A time line of the evidence to look for

Vernal pool identification can be facilitated if you know what to look for when you step into a flooded pool.  This graph provides an
approximate time line for the breeding evidence of the Massachusetts vernal pool OBLIGATE INDICATOR SPECIES that you might expect to
find during the spring and summer months.  The time frame for this evidence is variable within the Commonwealth and, indeed,
among communities.  Pool location, rain events, temperature, and various local factors affect breeding and development times.
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